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plete; its adequacy is a matter of degree. Therefore we
ought not to assume that a clear and full anticipation or
idea of the end is an essential condition of purposive
action; and we have no warrant for setting up the in-
stances in which anticipation is least incomplete as alone
conforming to the purposive type, and for setting apart
all instances in which anticipation is less full and'definite
as of a radically different nature.

It is important also to note that the representation
or idea of the end is not truly the cause or determining
condition of the purposive activity. The merely cognitive
process of representing or conceiving the end or the
course of action does not of itself suffice to evoke the
action ; we can imagine many possible actions or ends
of actions, without carrying them out or feeling any
inclination to pursue them ; in fact it often happens
that the more clearly we envisage the end and course of
a possible action, the more strongly averse to it do we
become. The truth is that the anticipatory representation
of the end of action merely serves to guide the course of
action in detail; the essential condition of action is that
a conative tendency, a latent disposition to action, shall
be evoked. Where the anticipatory representation of
the end is vague and sketchy and general, there the action
will be general, vague, imperfectly directed in detail;
where it is more detailed and full, there action is more
specialised, more nicely adjusted to the achievement of
its end.

From our own experience we are familiar with actions
in which anticipation of the end varies from that of the
most clear and detailed nature through all degrees of
incompleteness down to the most vague and shadowy,
a mere anticipation of change of some undefined kind.
We are therefore able to form some notion of the inner
or subjective side of the action of animals, even of those
lowest in the scale of organisation. Putting aside.a
limited number of animal actions which owe their defi-
niteness and precision to guidance at every point by new
impressions falling from moment to moment upon the
sense-organs (as in the most striking instances of purely